
Worcester Elementary – Home & School Association 

 

Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, May 6, 2020 

7:03 pm 

 

 

 10 people attended: Risa Roland, Michelle Johnson, Brian Shaffer, Rosie Cook, Reba Mann, Amanda Waldowski, 

Nikki Ferraro, Amy Smith, Valerie Burkhart, Michelle Ciabattoni  

 

 Welcome and Approval of minutes from previous meeting 

a. Welcome Message by Valerie Burkhart 

b. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: motion to accept by Valerie Burkhart, motion seconded by 

Rosie Cook  

 

 Principal Shaffer’s Report 

 Thank you to families and staff for patience during this novel time 

 Thank you for the support of the 100th day of school 

 Thank you for reconsidering the kindergarten and 1st grade mini grants requests (H and S board now 

has additional funds as there were events that did not take place this spring) 

 The previous Methacton Education Foundation newsletter (and Nikki Krelovich) have highlighted the 

idea of kids becoming pen pals with the senior residents at Meadowood.  Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Johnson 

were in communication about this and would be interested in having the Worcester kids become pen 

pals with seniors at Meadowood.  Amy Smith knows the activity director at Meadowood and can 

facilitate the process if need be.  Mr. Shaffer is hoping teachers will consider it an optional assignment 

on the Google Classroom. 

 Birthday treats will be eliminated in the 2020-2021 school year and have already been eliminated at 

Woodland and Eagleville 

 There will be virtual field days on May 18 and May 25. There will be more info coming in this week’s 

Worcester Weekly 

 

 President’s Report 

a. 2019-20 Fundraising/Homeroom funds- treasurer’s report provided; we can’t spend a lot of the surplus 

money not used.  It will carry over to next year.  After walk-a-thon, we will have a better idea of how 

much fundraising we are starting the year with and based on how it goes, we have options for the 

surplus finds.  Valerie suggests waiting to see how our families are doing and how early fundraising 

goes.  If there is money avail, we can consider special projects or classroom activities 

b. We have a list of names for beanie reimbursements  

c. Homeroom funds left over will be used as teacher gifts.  Valerie suggests online gift cards for teacher 

gifts as there is no other way to get teachers a physical gift 

d. If other parents want to contribute to a teacher gift, can we use Venmo, etc. to buy gifts?  Amy Smith 

says that this is fine as long as it is all parent run, etc.   

e. What happened with the leftover money from pretzels, etc.? What happens to that fund?  We do not 

know; we will find out from Mrs. Cohen. 

f. 4th Grade  

 Typically have a picnic and fun day; they would typically have t-shirts.  Valerie would like to 

still give them their t-shirts.  Shaffer and Snyder have brain-stormed and met with some 

teachers to explore things to do.  They are playing with ideas to have the kids see each other 

as well as a small gift.  Risa Roland asks about locks for lockers in the cinch bag as that 

seemed to be a stressful thing for them to have to learn.  Amy Smith says that the kids are 
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given locks by Skyview the first few weeks of school and go over how to unlock it.  Risa 

Roland spoke briefly about the Skyview H and S meeting discussing how they will acclimate 

the 4th graders for the first few weeks with the elementary kids they know before dividing 

the kids into teams.   

 Considering a knap sack or a cinch bag with gift in it.  Would love to have the yearbook in the 

bag but they will not be ready in until the end of June.  Amy Smith adds that cinch bags are 

what the other elementary school 4th grade use as part of their gift, in contrast to 

Worcester’s t-shirts.  They’ve tried to make the cinch bag match the backpack program bag, 

so everyone has the same bag and there is no delineation as to whom uses the backpack 

program.  Rosie Cook adds that the green 4th grade shirt is a Methacton shirt and not a 

Worcester shirt  

 Thinking of starting a H and S and parent committee to come up with ideas to make the end 

of the year special for the fourth graders.  We may have the teachers send an email to 

parents and get shirt sizes.  Reba Mann says that some things on Google classroom are missed 

and need a direct email, so shirt sizes need to be emailed and not just posted.  Amanda 

suggests a bike ride/scooter ride/walk at Heebner with people cheering them on.  Mr. 

Shaffer suggests a parade with cars.  Most people do not think that a Heebner event will be 

allowed due to the kids not being able to distance themselves.   

g. Mini grants – Vote back on table for Kindergarten and 1st grade requests.  They originally asked for $600 

and $800, respectively.  As we now have funds to provide this, Valerie Burkhart asks to vote on this 

topic.  There is a unanimous “yes” motion passed.  Mrs. Johnson says thank you to the board.   

h. Bus Driver Appreciation.  There has been an additional blast on Konstella for students to provide a 

note/sign/picture of appreciation to bus drivers.  This is due May 8 and can be sent to the Worcester 

Home and School email.   

i. Staff Appreciation- Coloring pages for teachers and Principal Shaffer were distributed by some teachers 

as well as blasted on Konstella.  Pages should be emailed directly to the teacher by the student/parent 

as well as to Rosie Cook so that she can gather the pages for Ms. Shaffer to display on the Worcester 

Weekly email.    

 

 Vice President’s Report 

a. Rosie Cook will contact homeroom leads in regard to using Venmo and using leftover funds for the 

classroom and gifts 

b. Refund check from Betty’s Bounce will go to Nikki Ferraro for Fun Day funds return 

c. Recommendation for next year spirit wear is to ship to an online store.  We set the prices so we can 

adjust them and we can eliminate things that were not ordered at all this year.  If sold online, people 

can buy all year round.  Fulfillment of goods may not be all year round but the ordering can be.   

 

 Treasurer’s Report 

a. Yearbook is not included on treasure’s report.  The sales close on 5/8/20. 

 

 Teacher’s Report/Guest Speaker 

a. Mrs. Johnson says thank you for Mrs. Cohen as Mrs. Cohen received the reimbursement for the 100th Day 

of School expenses.   

b. The staff/faculty appreciates what was done for the 100th Day of School 

 

 Standing Committee Reports 

a. Recap: Family Game Night- successful this year.  There was a >$4000 profit this year whereas last year 

was $2700. 
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b. Yearbook- sales end 5/8, as of 2/23 there were 150 sold.  There will be an update on sales once we 

have more info.  The delivery date is now towards end of June. The distribution will have to be 

discussed at a later time. 

c. Tile night- Checks and cash will be refunded to families.  Reba Mann asks to be invited next year so 

that they can create a tile.  Mr. Shaffer approves of allowing all families that were supposed to make a 

tile this year to come back next year.  He will ask the teachers to email the parents to let them know 

so that we have a contact for next year 

d. Fun Day—$2800 check being returned 

e. Ag Lab—rescheduled dates.  $1000 deposit will carry forward to next year 

f. Videographer (Donna P.) wants to know what to do with the video footage she’s collected.  Wiki?  You 

tube?  Mr. Shaffer asks, “can we put a video yearbook in the cinch bag for the 4th graders? On a thumb 

drive?” 

g. Rosie Ferraro asks for more pictures to be collected as well.  Can we have a message through Konstella 

asking for cyber school pictures? 

 

 Corresponding and/or Recording Secretary Comments to Organization 

a. Nothing to report 

 

 District Report - Happenings around the District – Methacton Schools, District Council, School Board or Special 

Committees 

a. Skyview H&S Elections- in need of a president because they have 1-year terms.  The current president 

will stay if need be.  There is also an open nomination for the VP and one of the secretaries.  To run a 

committee, you must have a treasurer, secretary and president, but it is much easier to run a 

committee with all positions filled.  Deadline for nominations is 5/7/20 and their board meeting is 5/8. 

b. SEA: Reba Mann- follow SEA FB page for virtual meetings.  There will be meetings on IEP eval, virtual 

learning, extended school year, etc. The planning committee is looking to continue with the Zoom 

platform to connect with families with special needs and to provide a safe space for parents to talk 

with other parents who understand.  IEP interactions are still occurring.  They are currently trying to 

assess how to keep these IEP in place as it is hard to continue in this manner.  

c. MCC: Next meeting 5/11 @ 7:00 pm via Zoom 

d. School Board: Next regular board meeting 5/26 @ 7:00 pm with the Zoom platform (pre-register by 5pm 

5/26) 

 

 

 Unfinished Business 

a. Nothing to report 

 

 New Business and/or Listening Post (general comments and/or concerns part from the agenda items)  

a. As for the end-of-year distribution of supplies and end-of-year building cleaning/closing, Mr. Shaffer 

said they were going to go in to the building one person at a time to get what they needed.  Mail could 

potentially be delivered to people.  The goal is the last week of school for teachers to get in and get 

organized for summer cleaning and then student materials go home.  Then materials from home 

(library books, instruments, etc.) will go back to school.  Materials have to sit for 2 days before they 

can change hand.  Ms. Sapp (or other district employee) may need to contract the district mail services 

to assess if they are holding any mail on their end.    

b. Risa Roland asks about band instruments.  An email from Taylor’s music was distributed as to whether 

parents want to use a discount to keep the kids’ instruments for the summer.  Do the kids keep their 

instruments through Skyview or are they returned and rented anew once at Skyview?  Amy Smith says 
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they kids keep their instruments and if they want to switch instruments, they can do that at Skyview.  

Risa Roland let them know that she has a phone call planned with Mrs. DiRenzo on 5/7 and will inquire 

about the summer discount, etc.   

c. Amy Smith thanks the board for all of the hard work we have done this past year.  With a new 

principal, Covid-19 and school closings, the board’s communication has been outstanding and the board 

is doing a great job.  Mr. Shaffer is in agreement and it is so much appreciated.  Valerie Burkhart says 

it is good to hear.   

d. Rosie Cook asks if there will be testing for kindergarten.  Mr. Shaffer says Brucker is leading with Mrs. 

Evans and they have a plan, but he is not sure what the plan is.  Mrs. Johnson says the kindergarten 

test is not determining am or pm placement, it is to see skills like cutting/pencil 

grip/sounds/letters/numbers.  It is used in an effort to see if kids have needs coming up and whether 

they would benefit from the Jump Start program offered 2-3 weeks before school starts to boost 

transition to kindergarten.  (Jump Start program will reiterate those skills before kindergarten starts).  

Mrs. Johnson adds that the best thing to do is read over and over and count with the pre-schoolers.  If 

they do have a kindergarten test, it will most likely be virtual. 

e. Reba Mann asks Mr. Shaffer if there will be a mass testing for kids when they get to the next grade (in 

an effort to see where they are academically after the school closings)?  Mr. Shaffer replies that he has 

no knowledge of that.   

 

 Adjournment 

a. Adjournment: Adjournment at 8:08 PM: There was a motion to adjourn by Valerie Burkhart and 

seconded by Risa Roland

 

 


